
AGM 2010

Chair’s report for 2009

I’ve been ill since November 2009 with kidney failure and spent virtually all of the past 3 months in hospital – the medics kindly agreed to let me attend our National Indoor Championships.  My role as chair has continued regardless of hospitalisation and I’ve maintained regular contact with Roger, BBS HQ and Archery GB, and handled numerous emails and calls from third parties.  I must particularly thank Roger and Jane who have helped me tremendously during this time.  Any communication costs incurred by my hospitalisation have not been passed on to BBS archery

Events.

BBS national indoor championships

We were delighted to have members of the Worshipful Company of Fletchers attend our National indoor championships held at Lilleshall in April.  We held a minutes silence in fond memory of Des Clark, who had been a loyal supporter of blind archery.  We would like to thank the Fletchers for their continued sponsorship of this event. 
It was good to see new archers competing in the event, and 6 archery records were either set or broken, and a number of personal bests were achieved. 

At the AGM David Poyner was re-elected as chair, David Schofield as vice-chair and Carl Harrison welcomed as a new committee member. 

Our thanks to Robin Hall, who organised another of his great quiz evenings, with much banter and fun had by all. 

On the second day of the event, we held a 25 metre FITA shoot which was well-attended.  
It’s good to see that our ‘younger’ helpers, the Rees-Evans boys, are no longer the youngest active supporters as Rozi Hampson, who was 14 at the time, helped throughout the day with the organisation of the event.

BBS National outdoor championships

The Outdoor championships were again part sponsored by the Worshipful Company of Bowyers. A well-attended weekend and it was good to see some new faces.  
A GNAS Imperial round (Junior Warwick) was held on the Sunday morning,  which introduced many VI archers to the idea of moving targets and adjusting sights during a round – this was well received.

It was announced that 2010 will be the 25th anniversary of BBS Archery, and members were asked how they would like to celebrate it. This created a lively and enthusiastic debate, despite a somewhat disparaging comment from one member of “If left to the committee then nothing will happen”.  I do hope this is not the general view of all members.  It’s a shame that all societies have members with this type of attitude, but strangely they always remain in the background.

Archery GB and other national events
Archery GB (formerly GNAS) again attempted to host a national archery championships for VI archers; several BBS archers took part and a team of Belgian archers attended.  
I was asked for advice on the event and gave constructive thoughts and suitable entry forms to minimise classifications but once again our input was ignored – but it can never be said that we do not provide input when asked.  It is very clear that we set the national standard, actively demonstrated each year by our own National Championships, and it is a shame that our method is not recognised as the one which works.

In  May, at the Royal Toxophilite Ground, the Worshipful Company of Fletchers sponsored an event for impaired archers.  BBS archers attended but our numbers were down on previous years.

On the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, St. Dunstans hosted an open invitation shoot for other visually impaired archers.  Numbers were small this year.  The weekend comprised a coaching day on the Saturday and a Burntwood York round on the Sunday.
In June, BBS Archery were asked to hold a have-a-go at Vision Support’s event at the Royal International Showground, Llangollen.  The day was very rewarding and we had a constant stream of interested people coming to try their hand at shooting or just chat about the sport. We were offered an exhibition stand in the main arena but, sadly, we do not have the necessary equipment or material. If anyone could acquire some for us to use at any future events then we’d be grateful.
In December St. Dunstan’s hosted a coaching weekend attended by BBS archers and spotters. Feedback tells us they gained a lot from the weekend.  Unfortunately, this weekend was not sponsored due to BBS not having the necessary financial wherewithal.

Enquiries
Throughout the year, we’ve received numerous enquiries about rules, foot markers or tactile sights from archers and coaches in the UK and abroad. The majority of enquiries from coaches are about having a potential VI archer and wanting to know what to do with them!  It’s encouraging that they are approaching us for help.

Communication
Graham has been tweaking the web site in response to favourable feedback, and making it more user-friendly.  The email communication system for BBS archery members is up and running. 

Records Officer.

The records system seems to be running smoothly now, with Graham’s record page on the web site being a valuable asset.

Increasingly we are finding that people awarded trophies aren’t returning them in time for the next years’ event, and they’re not having them engraved. This is a great shame as it leaves a gap in our club shooting history and is something that the committee will be looking at. 

The classification system

I’d also like to thank Malcolm Higman for the tremendous effort he’s put into writing the classification rules, upgrading the shooting administrative procedures and rules of shooting.

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their help and assistance over the past year.  

David Poyner
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