British Blind Sport Archery Section

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

(04th April 2009 - Venue: Lilleshall National Sports Centre)
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanking them for attending declared the meeting open.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Brian Muggeridge and Judith Wilson

MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM MEETING

The minutes of the last AGM meeting held on 12th April 2008 had been sent out to all members prior to this meeting, Robin Hall proposed that they be accepted as a true record and this was seconded by Clive Jones and passed.

MATTERS ARISING

There were no Matters Arising.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

In February St.Dunstans held a BBS coaching weekend to follow on from the one held in December. The six archers who attended thoroughly enjoyed it & worked hard to improve their archery skills. Many thanks to St. Dunstans for hosting this event & members of the Development team for running it.

We were pleased to have several members of the Worshipful Company of Fletchers attend our National indoor championships held at Lilleshall in April, we would like to thank the Fletchers for their continue sponsorship of this event and it was good to see new archers competing. Six archery records were either set or broken and several personal bests were set. At the AGM Clive Jones & Graham Rees-Evans were re-elected to the committee and we were pleased to welcome Peter Hammond as a new committee member. A great quiz night was held with much banter and fun had by all, our thanks to Robin Hall for organising the evening. For the second time we held a well-attended shoot on the Sunday morning and many hope that this will become a regular event.

On the 17th May the GNAS attempted to re-instate the DSE archery championship and several BBS archers took part, there were several problems over which rules were being used, what faces should be used & what sight classes were recognised. It is clear that we need to work together with GNAS to help them reach the standard set by our own National Championships.

On the 18th May at the Royal Toxophilite Ground, the Worshipful Company of Fletchers sponsored an event for archers with impairment, 12 archers from BBS attended.

The weekend of 24/25th May St.Dunstans once again hosted an Open invitation shoot for other visually impaired archers, several BBS members & three Belgian archers attended the event, which consisted of a coaching day on the Saturday and a Burntwood York round on the Sunday.

BBS Archery received an invitation from Italy to take part in an IBSA/IPC sanctioned archery competition, but due to the short time element nobody was able to attend.

The outdoor championships were again part sponsored by the Worshipful Company of Bowyers, the weekend was well attended with again some new faces. A short round competition was again held on the Sunday morning.

Three years ago I was elected onto the GNAS disability committee, but at the 2008 GNAS AGM was not re-elected, therefore V.I. archers have lost a V.I. archer representative on the committee. Despite numerous emails to the Chief executive of GNAS we are being ignored even though I believe is discrimination against archers with a visual impairment.

I also attended a presentation at Lilleshall by the performance unit to explain the way forward to 2015, there was no mention of any funding for visually impaired archery.

We have been approached by GNAS disabled archery committee chair to fund the trophies for their national championships, he has been told that if we pay the target fees to them we expect them to fund the medals, we sent him a simplified entry form for the visually impaired archery categories but that was not used.

Throughout the year regular enquiries either by phone or the web, I have had long discussion with Turkey & Germany about V.I. archery; I have sent a tripod, tactile sight, DVD & plan of foot markers out to a V.I. archer in Australia & have sent a tripod & sight out to Sri Lanka.

The web site has been updated & a massive amount of work has been done by Graham to achieve this, he has also set up an email communication system to keep all interested members informed.     

TREASURER’S REPORT

This past year hasn’t been a bad year for BBS Archery and its finances. 

We again received sponsorship from the Worshipful Company of Fletchers towards the cost of our indoor championship and we must, once again, thank them for their continued sponsorship. We also received a small donation for the Open St.Dunstans/BBS Archery event in May and a further amount towards the indoor coaching last December. On top of this we were able carry over the remainder of the sponsorship from the primary club towards Development visits, it is hoped that the small amount left can be used for visits in 2009. 

We also continue to receive monies back from the Development team for the sale of tripods and the beginners’ video, it is also hoped that the purchase of new starter sights will bring in further monies?

As mentioned at the Outdoor Championship we now propose to sell a pin badge at the cost of £1 each, the gold badges for the helpers and the silver badges for the archers, this will raise £100 towards our costs, at the same time cloth badges are still available for purchase at £4.25 each or two for £8.00.

I can again report that the Worshipful Company of Fletchers have agreed to sponsor this event and as I said earlier, we would like to thank them for their continue support.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank those members who have donated their expenses back to BBS Archery-thank you very much, also I would like to thank Head Office staff for their assistance, not only with finding sponsors to help fund our events, but for their assistance generally.

DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS REPORT

This year the team visited Cleethorpes, Sheffield and Dublin giving presentations for VI archers. We held a coaching day in May at St. Dunstans and a weekend at Sheffield in August which was very successful.

We had a group come from Hull and Sheffield to try archery for the first time and they enjoyed themselves very much. We had a very successful day in Chippenham on the 26th November with a local blind society and will be making another visit in 2009.

We held a training weekend at St. Dunstans for archers of all abilities at the beginning of December and hope to do the same in 2009.

We have been working on our presentation, changing and refining the details as more ideas are discussed. This is an ongoing process which takes a considerable amount of time & effort. We will continue to spread the word about archery for the visually impaired.     

RECORD OFFICERS REPORT

Thanks to some hard work by Graham the records on the web are now a lot easier to maintain and hopefully more accessible, records are continuing either to be broken or to be set.

Over the last few years scores have been monitored to set up a classification system for visually impaired archers, this year we have finalised the figures. We are now formalising the criteria for attaining these standards, when complete they will be published and presented to GNAS.

I would like to thank my fellow committee members for their help and assistance over the past year; also I would like to thank the members of the Development team for their continued hard work on our behalf.

The above Reports were accepted and passed by the members present.

PROPOSALS PUT FORWARD (previously received)

There were no proposals put forward.

(Committee Members who had served their term to stand down)

David Poyner and David Schofield.
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR 2009/2010

Both David Poyner and David Schofield were re-elected along with Carl Harrison as an additional Committee Member.

Committee Members & Officers for 2009/10:

David Poyner            (Chairman)

  

Committee Members
David Schofield
 (Vice-Chairman) 
  

Graham Rees-Evans

Roger Rees-Evans   (Secretary & Treasurer)

Peter Hammond


David Poyner
 (Records Officer)


Clive Jones


Sue Habgood 
 (Development Officer)

Carl Harrison

Robin Hall

 (Tournament Officer) 

Dorothy Cooper asked the committee do we need a third committee member and the reply was yes. If in the future one of the existing committee members wanted to step down, they would have someone already trained for the position. Dorothy also asked if committee members got paid for doing the job, the answer was no, the committee are all volunteers.

ELECTION OF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER & TOURNAMENT ORGANISER

Sue Habgood offered to continue as Development Officer and Robin Hall as Tournament Organiser, there were no other nominations.

ELECTION OF C.P.O. FOR THE ARCHERY SECTION

Peter Hammond & Robin Hall both offered to carry on as Archery Section CPO’s.

DATE OF NEXT AGM MEETING
The date of the next Annual General Meeting will be Saturday 27th March 2010 at Lilleshall National Sports Centre and will be held following the presentations of the Indoor Championships.

Lynn Wilson (Minute Taker)
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